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"Paovenss, Chap. 24, Ver. 21. 
My on, fear des the Lord and the Rig 
and medale nat with them that are given 10 
FO 0 Doc oval ez gt 4 

IE inſpired writers mingle! with a 

very ſparing hand, political advice, 
with thoſe ſublime; and venerable truths 
which point the hopes of men to a king- 
dom not of this world; — which teach them 
to confider themſelves as ſtrangers and 
pilgrims here on earth, but as denizens 
and heirs of a glorious inheritance, f in the 
world to come. | | 


But 
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But as every ſyſtem of religion which 
has God for its author, has the happineſs 
of man for its object, we find both in the 
Old and New Teſtament, occaſional -in-. 
ſtructions given to him, conſidered as a 
Member of Civil Society, in weder to regu- 
late his conduct in that important rela- 
tion; to create habits of conſiſtent obedi- 
ence to equitable laws, and to make the 
inward. peace of his conſcience, - depend 
upon a deliberate and rivetted attention to 
the common good of all mankind. 15 
Man, by the conſtitution of his nature, 
and the appointment of Divine Providence, 
ſeems deſtined. for ſociety. Society is com- 
poſed, of numbers, numbers require. regu- 
lation, and therefore the, Auſt object with 
wiſe men, has ever been to draw a line be- 


241 i tween 
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twieen what is to be pet formed, and what 
is to be avoided; to enact puniſhment for 
tranſgreſſors, and/tacitly. though effectu- 
ally to reward obedience by the protection 
rr which well- regulated ſtates defend 
their faĩthful ſubj ec... 
The real wants of man are few, and 
eaſily ſatisfied; — laws therefore, iu their 
origin, are ſetu and fimple; regulating the 
homage, which reaſon and nature · point | 
out to be due to the Maker of alt Things, 
protecting individuals, branding with ig- 
nominy, and chaſtening with ſeuerity thoſe 
flagitious enormities which are ſubverſive 
of the welfare, and would gradually de- 
ſtroy the very eſſence of ſociet. 
No tribes of men, however limited in 


numbers, can harmoniouſly ſubſiſt for any 
length 


——_——— 7 PP 
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length of time, upon + of 1 
dus 107% folio 
FOE ICN the haur of beit birth to 
the moment they quit the world, are vari- 
ouſly gifted by Divine Providence, this 
diverſity of intellectual and bodily powers 
will create an evident diſtraction in their 


purſuits in life: Splendid talents will teach 
their r to aſpire to OE ſitu- 
ations. Wie 410: tho: Mp. 

- Decided. ſuperiority. of — unac- 
3 with a proper cultivation of 


mind, will generate arrogancè and ambi- 


tion, and will tempt thoſe who may be 
endowed with it, to ſeize by force, what, 
perhaps might be by no other means ob- 


tained. 


ene 
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Thus the ſubtlety of the wiſe, 00 the 
ſtrength of the mighty, would eaſily ; in- 
tertupt the harmony, and diſturb the 
peace of the world; unprotected inno- 
cence would raiſe. its feeble voice in com- | 
| plaints, whilſt callous ambition, and inſo- 
lence fluſhed with ſucceſs, would advance A 
in their guilty career, unappalled by re- 
monſtrance, unaccompanied by the power 
of redreſs. 

Inconyeniencies ſerious as theſe, led to 
the eſtabliſhment of regular governments, in 
which a controlling power was 1iuſtituted, 
that held out terror to the guilty, and re- 
dreſs to the injured, and had for its ſole 
object the good of thoſe by whom it was 
delegated, and to whoſe tacit approbation 


it muſt owe its energy and ſucceſs. 
B L Legif- 


10 S E R M O N. 
Legiſlation arid | government, howeve r 
ſimple they may appear in theſe their pri- 


q mary elements, have been rendered ex- 
tremely complex in their progreſs. As 


ſocieties emerge gradually from barbariſm 


mf advatice cowards civilization and re- 


finement, the vices and irregularities of 
men have increaſed in fo rapid a manner, 
as to have extended the volume of crimi- 
nal laws, to a ſize at which humanity 
ſheds a tear of ineffectual compaſſion. 
When we conſider how difficult the 
management of an extenſive family 1s, 
except when under the conduct of ſkill, 
judgment and diſcretion, we ſhall eafily 
be enabled to eſtimate the ſuperior diffi- 
culties which embarras the government of 
a Eben which is a family upon a more 
exten ded 
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extended ſcale we ſhall then clearly per- 
ceive the neceſſity of wholeſome laws the 
reaſonableneſs, of confidence in- thoſe who 
are entruſted with the execution of them, 
and the neceſſity which each member of 
the community is under, willingly to obey 
ſuch inſtitutions, as have for their ohject, 
the promotion of civil liberty, * happi- 
neſs, and ſocial order. da 
The excellence of any n of govern- 
ment, is to be aſcertained from its general 


attention to the intereſt and happineſs of 
its different members. et | 
A humane and beneficent fovereign will 
conſider the moſt diſtant parts of his domi- 
nions, as equally entitled to his protecting 
care, and every claſs of his ſubjeQts how- 
erer humble their ſituation, as contri- 
3 B 2 buting 
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buting in thelr reſpective ſpheres to the 
public good, and'therefore having : a ſtrong 
claim on his protection and benigniry. 
In the moſt diſtinguiſhed ſtates of 
antiquity,” this . k. Was really 
„ . UH EI Cν. 
Ad extreme attention to it and 
entich à few diſtinguiſhed individuals at 


the expence of the comfort and the liberty 


of the general maſs of the people, is a moſt 
flagrant as well as permanent evil which 
infeſted the eſtabliſhments of antiquity. 

A crowd of ares in the boſom of a free 
republit was an anomaly | in politics, and 


| ale 
a contradiftion int terms; z was an abſurdity 


ſo obvious and a grievance fo oppreſi ve, 


tha at the © contem plation of it affords a me- 
| : ©.  lancholy 


S E R M ON 13 
lancholy inſtance of the Rirengrlsar and weaks 
"neſs of the human mind. . 

We may hy it down as a 22 Principle 
in eſtimating the reſpective merits of dif- 
ferent forms of government, that, hat is 
the moſt reſpectable, the moſt cohducive 
to the ends for which governments were 
eſtabliſhed, which moſt effectually combines 
the dignity and ſplendour of the chief, 
with the intereſt and comforts of the peo- 
ple; ; which connects all orders of the ſtate 
in one general bond of union, from a 
general conviction, hat it is the intereſt as 
well as duty of the ſovereign, to unite the 
_ Intereſt and happineſs of the ee with 

his own. | 
| Legiſlation being of all ſciences the moſt 
difficult, we are not to be ſurprized at the 
imper- 
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imperfeQtions diſcernable in the political 
conſtitutions of antiquity, or, in the di- 
verſities that characterize the eſtabliſh- 
ments of modern times. Wr 
The different climates of th 
not more materially vary, than the genius 


and diſpoſitions of mankind, | | 
The predominant features in certain na- 


tions, are a high ſenſe of honour, mag- 
nanimity in battle, moderation in victory, 


patience under toils, and . in 


laudable purſuits. 1 


In others, we find eharadteriſlic digs 


metrically the reverſe. . 
| An abject and feeble. turn 5 A 
puſillanimity in combat, inſolence in ſuc- 


ceſs, and deſpair under the preſſure of 


calamity... A 
The 


— ei: 
* 
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The ſpirit therefore of the laws and the 
nature of the government muſt be adapted 
with no common degree of {kill to the 
meridian of the people to be governed 
When that grand ſecret is diſcovered, the 
empire flouriſhes in ſucceſs,” cheriſbed by 
religion, adorned with arts, and embellifhed 
by manners. | annotated 
When we the inhabitants of this highly 
favoured country look back to the early 
periods of our hiſtory, and contemplate the 
deſcriptions given of this iſland by the Ro- 
man writers-- when we trace the ſimple in- 
ſtitutes of our rude forefathers; when we 
confider the paucity of arts that contributed 
to their comforts, and the flender aecom - 
modations which barely protected them 
from the inclemency of the ſeaſons; and 
when 
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when we compare our preſent ſituation, 
diſtinguiſned in a peculiar manner from 
the nations of the earth, by che profeſſion. 
of a pure religion, the privilege of equal 
laws, and the bleſſing of a government 
vrhoſe powerful arm extends its protection 
2 like to all We ſhall, then it is to be 
hoped, duly eſtimate ſuch tranſcendant 
favours, and engrave on our hearts, and 
exemplify by our actions, the advice of the 
royal moraliſt, My fon," fear thou'the Lord 
and the King; and meddle not with them that 
are given n chung. 
The inſpired author of this "IR 
was intimately acquainted with the heart, 
aud paſſions of man; he was no ſtranger 
do all the defects inherent in civil laws; 
he knew that ſome other co- active power 


115007 muſt 
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muſt be added, that had an influence on 


the mind of man, to keep ſociety from 
relapſing i into its primitive confuſion, , 


This he was duly aware, was the power 


of religion, which teaching an over-ruling 
Providence, the rewarder of good men, 
and the puniſher of ill, .can alone lead to 
the duties of imperfect obligation, coin= 
_ ciding in ſentiment on this important 
topic, with St. Paul, who obſerves, that 
the la was nor made for the righteous, ö 
but for the uoruly and diſobedient. 4 6 
But, it is not with abſtract theories of 
government that the great bulk of the 
people can be ſuppoſed to be acquainted ; | 
while they feel its poſitive bleſſings, theic 
gratitude will be beſt expreſſed by an uni- 
| FOR obedience to the laws which admi- 
C niſter 


„ $"ERM"0 N 
niſter 0 la ugely to their Tan and by # 
Proper diſcharge* of the offices of their ſe- 


veral ſtations f in d gg WBedlefler to the 
King, ad 3 in Kae love olle & towards 


4. 14 4 70 


ere e ty 

2 Aon the Fiogularitie Which ſo 8 

peculiarly diſtinguiſh! the age it! which we 

2 are moſt fincerely to be de "Iu | 
FEZ4 thoſe — opinions entertained by ſome 


writers of 7 a levelling; tim & of raid; with 


regard to their principles « of govemment: 
Opinions that ſeem to be in direct oppoli- | 
tion to the wiſe maxims which have here- 

| rofore prevailed; that had 'reveived the 
ſanction of ages, and the decided appro- 
bation of the mioſt emnilbent writers" on le- 
gillation, t boch domeſtic and torch. 


2 
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the above, deſcription are of ſo fatal a teny 
dency, that if univerſally adopted, they 
would be nn of the moſt miſchiev - 
ous effects. { ©3 vH vt dojear 


The pg of the „ene Church, 


amongſt- other aduvocates for the cauſe of 


religion and morals, have thought ther- 


ſelves bound to oppoſe opinions fg þoſtile 
to civil ſociety, and ſo utterly ſubverfive 
of all due ſubordination, | 


For they think that without being 


eee, hen up the doctrines | 


of Paſſeve Obedience and Non+Refiftance, with 
the reigu of che Stuarts; 9 they think, 
— th Bits th Sh th 
1442 Riots, by Jozzen PAsTIZV, L. L. D. 


n. 
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chat they ate fully juſtified in aſſerting, 
that no mode of government, either an- 
dient or modetn, ſo amply provided for the 
intereſts of the community, as that under 
which they haye to live; that none, ever, 
4otenderly. protected the perſons; or. ſa vi- 
giantly guarded: the property of indivi- 
duals. hearts 21 een un gon 

All nenn their various 
forms, have this uniform feature inſepa- 

rably connected with them A general a- 
Zentjon io the happineſs of the people under their 
care. This: is the firſt principle of the 
ſocial compact; the key · ſtone that ſup- 
Ports the whole fabric; which keeps every 
Part of the conſtitution in its proper place. 
I hass a delel glos of ibis grand prin- 
ciple, that, cauſed the troubles that deſo- 


lated 


E R. N N. wa 
lated —_— towards the cloſe af 


the laſt century. A Hr e e 
The King diſpenſed with the laws of 
the land he had ſworn to maintain; har- 
raſſed his ſubjects by à variety of illegal 
acts, and at length abdicated that rlirone 
which W 
.ceſtors. 141 4 4 Hr Ai ton 
This was ** on which tlig 
evolution was juſtiſied. Nano 
Since that ſplendid period, kings have 
revered their oaths, and the en have 
underſtood their duty. aſl A, 67 138.4 FAG 
| Sentiments like theſe have been repeat- 
edly expreſſed by the eſtabliſhed clergy, 
when the nature of the times, infected 
with a ſpirit of raſn and dangerous inno- 


Anden, hes Galle upon eam us us 


folitical 


2 — —ñ—E—6—ñ— 3 — DIR. 


6 22 4 8 'E, R 6 M | O N. 
Palitiaal advice with thoſe ſublime and ve- 


nerable truths, 


PFÜmm — to clefead. thole 


laws to which they look up for protection, 
and pecafonally..to explain. the duties of 
men conſidered merely as members. of cuil 
Saciety, to thoſe intruſted to their care. 

The nations of Europe are now con- 
templating with indignant horror, the ef- 


leds ol opinions; which have in a ncigh- 


bouriog kingdom, releaſed men from all 
the reſtraints of neceſſary laws ; of opini- 
ons, ; which, founded in falſe: philoſop „ 
in erroucous nations of man and of mo- 


ee | rals, ; 
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rals, tn ther. aka folly; has cat | 
ſavage eruele y.. 


Theſe — more digt 
lantly to be reſiſted,” ſines theories of g- 
vetument, with nothing to recommend 
chem to noties but their avowed hoſtility” 


to ſettled modes of thinking, might (evem 


in this kibgdom, ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed for: 


found ſenſe and 'cool deliberate judgment) ) 


have cauſed many ſerious inconveniences 
to the ſtate; had not their pernicivas'ins" 


fuence been checked, under the Prvle 


dene of God; by the wiſdom of the Kg 
nity ap b Neale pet bier Bib; 
nation mee ait n deſenes 6f ita 
of rights: * Wat 4-46 177 1 nder thr 
In order to aſcertain the lengths to 


dience 


— Doe p— — —7— age — ee ̃ —³ can ABS 


[ 
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dience 4s/ paid to laws, we have only to 
turn our eyes to the ſad tragedy that has | 
lately been exhibited to-aſtoniſhed Europe, 
in the murder of the King of France. 
That there were grievances, and thoſe 
of tio trivial nature, in the lately exiſting 
government of Franck, no one, it is ſup- 
poſed, will deny. The moſt likely means 
| however to have remedied *th61d; would 
have been, not the releaſe of themſelves 
from every tie, religious and civil, but a 
calm and diſpaſſionate examination of their 
conſtitution upon ſound and ſober princi- 
Pa, connected With a ſincere deſire to 
preſerve what was n and reject what 
was wrong, in their internal government. 
| But l like 'raſh- and unſkilful architects, : 
_—_— have i it better totally to den. | 
ſtroy, 


Ja - 
- * 9 
. 1 
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ſtroy than to endeavor to repair the fabric 
of government by their anceſtors. 

How far the French conſtitution, might 
have been ameliorated, is after all, a queſ- 
tion which alone concerned the people of 
that kingdom. All that I am intereſted 
to prove is, that ſuppoſing grievances to 


have exifted, the way toemoyve them was 
not to ſet the people free from every obli- 
gation divine and human ; ; to amuſe them, 
with ſoprpleyons, upon. man, which, the 
Wighreft attention. to top condyft of mp. 
in all times, falfifies ; and to amuſe them 


with theories of government, too refined 


2 


for practical uſe; ſpeciously argumenta- 
tive, but by no means adapted to the real 
intereſts of ſociety, under the exiſting *. 
eumſtances of the times. by 


D From 
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From * proſpect that the Gallic trou- 
bles preſent to us, we may collect much 
uſeful information. From the ſhore, we 
contemplate that ſtorm which has levelled 
with the ground the palaces of kings, and 
the magnificent abode of nobles. From 
an eminence, we may calmly note the 
fury of an inflamed people, waging war 
with every thing venerable in religion, or 
ornamental in arts. A people, who in 
their ſavage modes of warfare, recall to our 
memory thoſe blood-ſtained days, when 
the northern nations ſent forth their bar- 
barous tribes to conqueſt and to ſettlement, 
; and; when defolation and ruin thinned the 
moſt fertile provinces of Europe. We be- 
hold a people who in their heartshave ſald, 
there is no God; and when we recollect that 
Fr we 
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we are taught by divine inſpiration; that 


ſuch impious language” can be the lan- 


guage only of fools,” we no longer wonder 
at the inconſiſtency of their ſchemes, the 
ſanguinary raſhneſs of their projects, and 
what we may hope, a ſhort ſpace of time 


will realize—the complete failure of ens 


terprizes commenced in phrenzy and cons 


ducted by folly. Ale va ll 
And here we ought to mm and en- 

quire what has been the origin of ſo mueli 

calamity 7” what the bitter fountain from 


whence ſuch fatal ſtreams have flowed? 


And, if we aſcribe effects to their true 


cauſes, we cannot fail to aſſert that all this 
wanton waſte of human blood is td be im- 


puted to the blind impulſes of daring men, 
renouncing at once thoſe ſalutary reſtraints 
D 2 of 


” 


| 
| 
4 
| 


338 8 E R M O N. 


of laws divine . human, hich; ah 
wiſeſt and moſt enlightened have found 
eſſentially neceſſary: Reſtraints, which in 
proportion as they have prevailed, have in- 
creaſed the ſtability, and added to the com- 
Farts of ſociety; aud the decline of their 
influence has foreboded the decline and 
fall of empires. lun et 
But, whilſt from this ou "RR 
we contemplate the calamities of a neigh- 
bouring nation, let us not be lulled into a 
fatal ſecurity with regard to the ſituation 
of, ourſelves. | 
| As our advantages are e great, our returns 
8 ſhould be proportionate. 
- The religion of Jeſus Chriſt, on which 
All the hopes of man are founded, is ſtill 
graciouſly NA to be a light unto our 
Ly | feet, 
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feet, and a lantern unte bf paths. But 
how long we may enjoy this plorious'lus 
minary, ſhould be an object of the mbſt 
ſerious conſide ratio. 
A dating ſpocies of infidelity, imported 
from abroad, where it has done much miſs 
chief, ſcenis daily'ſpreading its inſloencb aʒt 
home, endeavouring to empoiſon the pure 
precepts of the goſpel, and to wrench from” 
man the ſolace of his hopes it: the hour of 
woe, and the ſweetuer of his mirth in thb 
moments of joy. dee vinudeb Ist 
To ſay nothing of the more direct 
attacks upon the main articles of the chriſ- 
tion creed, to be found in works of popu- 
lar acceptance, it muſt be admitted as a 
ſympton of an highly diſtractedꝭ age, that 


writings which tend to leflen the flagitious 
enormity 
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enormity of the breach of the nuptial vow, 
and labour to place Suicide in a favourable 
point of view, have been publiſhed with a 
fatal ſucceſs. But under whatever form 
the Serpent endeavours to We ape 
reſiſt him. | 
O liſten not to arguments that would 
rob you of your moſt valuable treaſure ;— 
ine, read, and repoſe on the ſacred 
proofs on which your faith depends; guard 
them with your life, and you ſhall be 
armed with them in the hour of de&h ; — 
ye ſhall be recompenced by the bleſſed 

Author in the day of judgment. inn 
To the bleſſings of a pure ſyſtem of reli- 
gion, we add the poſſeſſion of equal laws-— 
laws which admit of no diſtinction of per - 
ſons, but impartially adminiſter juſtice, 
MA | | and 
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and ever, when it is conſiſtent, delight to 


abate the ſeverity of juſtice, with. the Core 
dial balm of merey. Ras 


To theſe — a 


pure religion and equal laws we have alt 


further to add the happineſs of living under 
a Patriot King-—the father f his people; 


who in every inſtance has confidered- the 


intereſts of his people as the intereſts of 
himſelf, and who in the preſent none 
criſis of public affairs, when we are engag= 


ed in a war in defence of every thing dear 


and valuable to man in ſociety knowing 
that the race is not always to the ſwift, 
nor the battle to the ſtrong, hath called 


upon his people to proſtrate; themſelves 
before the Almighty, in a ſolemn act of 


humiliation, to implore ſucceſs upon the 
| arms 


by 
| 
„ 
* 
| 
Ly 
: 
l 
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arms of himſelf and his allies, now en- 
gaged in the defence of true religion, civil 
liberty, and ſocial order. In the approach- 
ing day * therefore of penitence and pray- 
er, let us ſeriouſly examine ourſelves, and 
remember, that it is not he tranſient aft of 


4 an hour, but the ſubſtantial reformation of our 
1 lives, that can recommend us to the favour 
g | of the Almighty, and. prolong thoſe bleſ- 
1 ſſſings by which, as a nation, we have been 
JI — 
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* 


PRAYER, . 


( 43 3 
P R 4 r K R. 


LozD Gon of N ! Ruler bar 
potent ! thou breakeſt the bow, and 
knappeſt the ſpear in funder ! go forth, 
we beſeech thee, with our armies; - under 
their auſpicious influence let the bleſſings 
of true religion, real liberty, and public hap- 
pineſs be reſtored to afflicted Europe, and 
when that great end ſhall be attained, and 
the ſword be ſheathed, pour down on our 
brave defenders thoſe bleſſings which from 
thee alone proceed. Continue to us, O Lord, 
the bleſſing of the goſpel of thy Son, and 
grant that its healing influences 1 tho- 
roughly amend our hearts. 


__ Bleſs, O Lord, the King, 3 all the 
Royal Family; grant the King lengthen'd 
days and increaſing honours ; and when, 
at a late and diſtant period, he ſhall quit 
an earthly crown, do thou, O Giver, of 
all good gifts, grant unto him a heavenly 
crown of glory, in the name, and through 
the efficacious. merits of thy Son, Jzsvs . 
CuRISsT, our blefled Lord and Saviour. 


FINIS. 
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